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ABOUT THE ORCHESTRA

“Voluptuous...a polished, rich sound...a stirring performance...."
- Vivien Schweitzer, The New York Times

The CHAMBER ORCHESTRA OF NEW YORK is a professional orchestra founded by composer/conductor
Salvatore Di Vittorio in New York, NY in the year 2006 on the 250th anniversary of the birth of W. A. Mozart.

Following in the footsteps of other European-style young professionals orchestras, the Chamber Orchestra
of New York is the first (auditioned) professional orchestra in the history of New York to be entirely devoted
to leading young professionals and all five boroughs of New York City. With its mission to help advance the
classical music tradition, the Chamber Orchestra provides a regular performance opportunity for young
orchestral musicians exiting the music conservatories, and while in the early phases of their careers.

Mission Statement

The Chamber Orchestra of New York, established in honor of Ottorino Respighi, is dedicated to presenting
the great orchestral repertoire alongside undiscovered or rarely performed gems which complement and
extend the classical tradition, from early Italian legends to contemporary American masters. Serving the
global community from the international city of New York, the Chamber Orchestra features young
professionals and provides a venue for artistic and cultural exchange.

Objectives

1. To promote the development of young, professional, orchestral musicians exiting the music
conservatories, while in the early stages of their careers, in a highly competitive and elite chamber orchestra,
with concerts in all five boroughs of New York City.

2. To promote the music of Ottorino Respighi, and the Italian repertoire.

3. To promote the development of young soloists and composers through an international competition, as
well as new music commissions and podium exchanges. As part of this initiative, the Music Director will also
serve as Composer in Residence to inspire other composer presentations for World or New York premieres.
4. To promote the development of repertoire outside of New York City, in one or more cities in Italy or the US
either through the establishment of, or collaboration with, other music festivals, tours, or master class
workshops.

5. To promote the development of young artists who are selected through an Orchestral Performance
Program Competition, thereby augmenting the orchestra from chamber/full to large in one concert per
season.

The Orchestra and Ottorino Respighi

The renowned Italian composer Ottorino Respighi (1879-1936) is perhaps most well known for his Roman
Trilogy (Fountains of Rome, Pines of Rome, and Festivals of Rome). His orchestral works are considered
without a doubt the culmination of the Italian symphonic repertoire. Equally important, Respighi embraced
the continuity of tradition with a love of the ancient world, and thereby promoted a renaissance of musical
ideas within the context of late 19" and 20" century elements. The Chamber Orchestra of New York has
been established to foster the continuity of tradition, the exchange of culture, and the respect for antiquity.




MUSIC DIRECTOR SALVATORE DI VITTORIO

“His style embraces the values of the old European traditions.”
— Evan N. Wilson, Vice President (Artistic Affairs)

Born in Palermo, Italy, Salvatore Di Vittorio studied composition with Ludmila Ulehla and (conducting with)
Giampaolo Bracali at the Manhattan School of Music, and aesthetics (and ancient) philosophy at Columbia
University in New York City. He then continued conducting studies in Rome with Francesco Carotenuto
(Conservatory of Music “S. Cecilia”), in Florence with Piero Bellugi (Conservatory of Music “L. Cherubini”),
and in London with John Farrer and Neil Thomson (Royal College of Music).

Of his American symphonic debut with the Danbury Symphony (20 March 2005), James Pegolotti of the
Danbury Times wrote: “Di Vittorio’s leadership evidenced a natural and significant talent!”

Salvatore Di Vittorio has attracted considerable attention as Music Director and Founder of the Chamber
Orchestra of New York “Ottorino Respighi”. Its triumphant debut was held on 11 October 2007 at Zankel
Hall, Carnegie Hall. Following the inaugural season finale, Vivien Schweitzer of The New York Times wrote:
"The musicians played...producing a polished, rich sound...a stirring performance [of Mahler's Adagietto
and]...a voluptuous rendition of Tchaikovsky's Souvenir...."

He also serves as Resident Conductor of the Adelphi Symphony Orchestra at Adelphi University. Former
positions include Accademia Musicale Siciliana (Palermo), Chamber Ensemble of Rome and Florence
Symphonietta. He has conducted the Vancouver Island Symphony, State Symphony Orchestra of Sofia
(Bulgaria), Danbury Symphony, Royal College of Music Symphony (London), and Festival Sinfonietta Umbra
di Perugia.

Praised by renowned Italian conductor Piero Bellugi for his elegance on the podium, other European
conductors have hailed Di Vittorio a “serious, lyrical, and romantic composer...following in the footsteps of
Respighi...and worthy of serious consideration.”

Maestro Di Vittorio has recently completed Overtura Respighiana and Respighi's Concerto per Violino
(unfinished, first violin concerto) by invitation of Respighi’s heirs and archive director. He has also
transcribed/revised Respighi’'s Aria per archi and Suite per archi for publication. All of these works were
premiered and recorded for Naxos alongside Di Vittorio’s Sinfonia No. 2 during the Chamber Orchestra’s
third season “...a real fusion between the music of Respighi and our maestro” — Potito Pedarra, Respighi
archive curator.

Di Vittorio’s music is inspired by philosophical-programmatic themes and captivates each listener with
poignant lyricism and magnificent orchestrations. His compositions have been premiered by such orchestras
as Orvieto Musica Festival Orchestra, Accademia Musicale Siciliana, Teatro Massimo Opera (Palermo),
Orchestra Filarmonica Franco Ferrara, Carnevale di Venezia Musica, Brussels Chamber Ensemble, Festival
Sinfonietta Umbria di Perugia, EI Hanager String Orchestra of Cairo, Orchestra da Camera Fiorentina,
Chamber Ensemble of Rome, San Jose Chamber Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra of New York.

Reviews about the Maestro have been written in The New York Times, America Oggi, New Music
Connoisseur of New York, Danbury News Times of Connecticut, La Repubblica of Rome, Il Mediterraneo
and Giornale di Sicilia of Palermo, La Nazione of Florence, Arts San Francisco Observer and Classical
Voice, including highlights on RAI (Italian National) TV and UN French International Radio.

Salvatore Di Vittorio is a member of the Manhattan School of Music Alumni Board Council. His music is
published by Edizioni Panastudio in Italy. Recordings of his music are available on the Naxos and
Panastudio Labels.




ADMINISTRATION & BOARD

ARTISTIC DIRECTION
Salvatore Di Vittorio, Music Director & Founder

ADMINISTRATION

Salvatore Di Vittorio, Executive Director

Santa Maria Pecoraro, Finance and Grants Manager
Jeffrey James, Public Relations Manager

Shanan Estreicher, Operations Manager

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Kim Hartswick, Acting President

Evan N. Wilson, Vice President (Artistic Affairs)
Stephen D. Hans, Esq., Legal Counsel
Salvatore Di Vittorio, Music Director

Santa Maria Pecoraro, Secretary-Treasurer

HONORARY BOARD

Piero Bellugi

Rosemary V. Gent, BBC Proms London

Giovanni Morelli, Director of Respighi Foundation, Venice

Ennio Morricone, Film Composer

Potito Pedarra, Curator of Respighi Foundation Archive

Elsa and Gloria Pizzoli, Respighi Family

Emilio Respighi, Respighi Family

Charles M. Rice, Ph.D., The Rockefeller University

Martin Riskin, Chairman Emeritus; American Symphony
Orchestra

Cia Toscanini, ASCAP

Peter Vallone Jr., Esq., New York City Council

Luigi Verdi, Accademia Filarmonica di Bologna

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Salvatore Di Vittorio

Shanan Estreicher, Composer/Educator
Stephen D. Hans, Esq., Hans & Associates

Michael Harrison, Composer/Pianist; Faust Harrison Pianos

Kim J. Hartswick, Ph.D., City University of New York
Jeffrey James, Jeffrey James Arts Consulting
Thomas Murry, Ph.D., Columbia University

CONTACT US

Santa Maria Pecoraro, Violist, Rockefeller University
Evan N. Wilson, Los Angeles Philharmonic
Alicia Zizzo, Pianist/Musicologist

ADVISORY BOARD

Ira Abrams, Esq.

Barbara Betti De Simonis, Florence Symphonietta
Kyler Brown, Church of St. Jean Baptiste

Francesco Carotenuto, Conservatory of Rome
Christian Francesconi Catena, IUMA Management
Gaetano Colajanni, Accademia Musicale Siciliana
Victoria Eisen, Marlboro Music Festival

John Farrer, Royal College of Music; Bakersfield Symp.
Marco Fornaciari, | Filarmonici

Ada Gentile, Conservatory of Rome “S. Cecilia”

Alan Gilbert, Royal Stockholm Philharmonic

Tarla Grau, Deutsches Symphonie Orchester Berlin
Melinda Levine

Cho-Liang Lin, Concert Violinist

Christopher Lyndon-Gee, Polish Nat'l| Radio Symphony
Anat Malkin-Almani, Concert Violinist; Malkin Duo
Olivera Medenica, Esq.

Rainer Mehne, Berlin Philharmonic

Salvatore Moltisanti, IBLA Foundation

Francesco Panasci, Edizioni Panastudio/Carisch W.B.
Steven L. Rosenhaus, Composer; NYU; E.F. Kalmus
Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg, Concert Violinist

Jeffrey Ingram Stone, Pratt Institute of Art

Alessandra Visconti, Orvieto Musica Festival

David Winkler, Chamber Players International-NY

For general questions, comments, or further information, please contact us via phone 646-642-
8441, email maestro@chamberorchestraofnewyork.org, or write:

Maestro Salvatore Di Vittorio
Music Director

Chamber Orchestra of New York
305 E. 63 Street, 4K

New York, NY 10021

For further information about the Orchestra, visit our website

www.chamberorchestraofnewyork.org




PRESS QUESTIONS

The following questions are intended for print and broadcast journalists in connection with interviews with
Maestro Salvatore Di Vittorio and The Chamber Orchestra of New York. These topics are designed to
facilitate conversation and will make for a fascinating interview:

1.

8.

9.

You were born in Palermo, Sicily. How does the cultural life of Palermo differ from that of New
York.

Where did the inspiration for the Chamber Orchestra of New York come from? How did the group
come together?

How do you find repertoire? As a composer yourself, do you like working with new music and living
composers?

Tell me about the type of repertoire you present. How do you balance a program between the old and
the new?

Why is the orchestra in honor of Ottorino Respighi?

You have a very interesting Honorary and Advisory Board for the Orchestra. Tell me about how these
boards developed.

Tell me about your work as a composer and your most recent composer residency.
How are you and the orchestra responding to the changing face of classical music in the 21% century?

What is the funniest thing that’s ever happened to you onstage?

10. What does the future hold for Salvatore Di Vittorio and the Chamber Orchestra of New York?

The Chamber Orchestra of New York’s website is at www.chamberorchestraofnewyork.org.

Salvatore Di Vittorio’s website is at www.salvatoredivittorio.com.

All press inquiries should be directed to Jeffrey James Arts Consulting at 516-586-3433 or
jamesarts@worldnet.att.net.




